
 

8U 2020 Playing Rules 
USA rules apply except as amended below: 

1. The umpire has the authority to eject anyone from the playing field. Any manager, coach or 
spectator who argues is subject to ejection.  

2. Game Length: there will be no new inning after 1 hour & 20 minutes. The umpire is the 
official timekeeper of the game. If the home team is winning and up to bat, the game is over. 

3. The pitching plate will be 30 feet from home plate. Bases are 60 feet apart. 
4. All players shall bat. USA Round Robin rules apply. Free defensive substitution. 
5. 3 outs or 5 runs constitute a half inning.  

If a team has scored 2 runs so far in the inning and bases are loaded, the batter hits a 
homerun, do not stop play.  The play is played out and all runs are scored for that play. It is 
now a 6 run inning and batter is credited with home run. (Continue the play until ball enters 
circle- controlled) 

6. Bunting is allowed.  However a player may NOT bunt a coach-pitched ball. 
7. A batter will be awarded first base when hit by a pitch directly.  If the pitch is bounced or 

rolls and hits the batter, a ball shall be called. 
8. Stealing is allowed but is limited to one base only and cannot advance on an overthrow. 

Runner may leave when the ball is released from the pitcher's hand.  
9. NO Stealing when the coach pitches. 
10. No infield fly rule all pop-ups are played out. 
11. 11 players on the field. No more than 6 infielders (including the pitcher and catcher.) 
12. Home plate is cold.  
13. Play is dead when the ball enters the circle, controlled by the pitcher, all runners may 

advance to base if past the halfway line or return to previous base if not past halfway line. 
14. Player pitch will be used for each batter, but there will be NO WALKS.  If the count reaches 

4 balls, the coach of the offensive team will pitch to the finish the strike count. All coach 
pitches must be thrown from the rubber. 

15. All pitches thrown by the coach pitcher are strikes. However, a batter cannot strike out on a 
foul ball. Coaches must attempt to pitch and not lob the ball to batters. 

16. The batter and all base runners may only advance a maximum of 2 bases on a batted ball 
when a coach pitcher is used. 
 

Second Half Rules 
 
1. A walk is a walk however after 2 walks in one inning, the offensive team cannot walk any 

more. If any batter receives ball 4 after 2 walks in one inning, the coach must come in and 
pitch to their player remaining strikes. 

2. Hit batter gets the base. 
3. 10 players on the field. No more than 6 infielders (including the pitcher and catcher.) 
4. Score is kept only to keep standings for seedings for the final tournament and to track walks. 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 
El Rio Fastpitch strongly recommends all pitchers to wear a fielding mask.  
Also a female must be present at all practices and games. Anyone with direct contact with 
players at games or practices is required to have a background check per El Rio Fastpitch rules. 
Face masks are recommended for all players. 

 


